Dr. Osmunson,
 

With regards to your e-mail below, dated Feb. 22, 2007 and my initial response, dated Feb. 28, 2007.  As promised in that initial response I can now provide you with the answer to your third question, (called out in bold):
 

3.    Under who’s DEA (Drug Enforcement Administration) license does the WSDH dispense fluoride compounds in water?

Our Environmental Health Division provided me with the following:
The Washington State Department of Health (DOH) does not dispense fluoride.  Rather, the DOH regulates water systems that choose to add fluoride to water.  Therefore, DOH does not operate under any DEA license for the dispensing of fluoride
 

Please let me know if you have any further questions regarding your inquiry.
 

Vic Colman
 

Victor Colman, JD    Senior Policy Advisor
Division of Community and Family Health,
   Office of the Assistant Secretary
Washington State Department of Health
PO Box 47830
Olympia, WA 98504-7830 

Tel: 360.236.3721  Cell: 360.561.3299  Fax: 360.664.4500 

PUBLIC HEALTH:  
Always Working For A Safer and Healthier Washington 

 



From: Colman, Victor (DOH) 
Sent: Wednesday, February 28, 2007 2:58 PM
To: 'Bill Osmunson DDS MPH'
Cc: Cooper, Kelly (DOH); Grunenfelder, Gregg (DOH); Aragon, Sofia (DOH); Mosqueda, Teresa (DOH); Hayes, Patty (DOH); Edgin, Jill M (DOH); Stout, Kathy (DOH)
Subject: RE: Public Records Request -- Feb. 22, 2007 -- Initial Response
Dr. Osmunson,
 

Thank you for your e-mail below, dated Feb. 22, 2007.  This e-mail is to acknowledge the receipt of your request for public disclosure.  Pursuant to the state laws regarding public records disclosure, I need to either provide you the information requested or give you a reasonable time for our response within five business days.  
 

Let's look at your requests (called out in bold) individually:
1. I have not received confirmation of your receipt of the letter I sent to the Governor requesting a cessation to fluoridation.  Did you receive it? (A copy with additional names and slight addition as requested by the NSF.) 

Yes I did receive a copy of the original letter on February 11, 2007 (and now revised version of the letter) that you provided to the Governor.

2. I have not received the WSDH position on fluoridated water for infants.

While the file attachment that I provided to you on February 1, 2007 (attached again for your reference) did note that a verbal answer was provided to you by Dr. Joseli Alves-Dunkerson, DDS, MPH, MBA, Senior Oral Health Consultant and Supervisor, Maternal and Child Health Oral Health Program, WSDH,  you have again requested our "position".  The following is a written statement that we hope clarifies our stance on this issue:

There is no clear evidence that using infant formula from concentrates as the primary source of nutrition increases a child’s chances of developing the more severe forms of fluorosis; however, there may be an increased risk for very mild to mild forms. Parents and health providers should weigh the balance between a child’s risk for very mild or mild enamel fluorosis and the benefit of fluoride for preventing tooth decay and the need for dental fillings.

DOH will continue to support community water fluoridation as a sound population-based public health measure.  DOH will rely on known national entities like the CDC and EPA to assess the science regarding the use of fluoride in preventing tooth decay while limiting enamel fluorosis, and will modify its recommendations as warranted. 
3. Under who’s DEA (Drug Enforcement Administration) license does the WSDH dispense fluoride compounds in water?

Our Environmental Health Division is tackling this query and will provide a response to you no later than Wednesday, March 7, 2007.
 

So, in summary, I still owe you a response to your third query.  Please let me know if you have any questions.
 

Vic Colman
 

Victor Colman, JD    Senior Policy Advisor
Division of Community and Family Health,
   Office of the Assistant Secretary
Washington State Department of Health
PO Box 47830
Olympia, WA 98504-7830 

Tel: 360.236.3721  Cell: 360.561.3299  Fax: 360.664.4500 

PUBLIC HEALTH:  
Always Working For A Safer and Healthier Washington 

 



From: Bill Osmunson DDS MPH [mailto:bill@teachingsmiles.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2007 7:39 AM
To: Colman, Victor (DOH)
Subject: DEA license
Greetings Victor,

I have not received confirmation of your receipt of the letter I sent to the Governor requesting a cessation to fluoridation.  Did you receive it? (A copy with additional names and slight addition as requested by the NSF.) 
I have not received the WSDH position on fluoridated water for infants.

Under who’s DEA (Drug Enforcement Administration) license does the WSDH dispense fluoride compounds in water?

Bill

