Bill Osmunson DDS, MPH

President, Washington Action for Safe Water

1418 – 112th Ave NE

Bellevue Washington 98004

425.466.0100

bill@teachingsmiles.com 
June 14, 2010
CDC/ATSDR

Attn: FOIA Office, MS-D54

1600 Clifton Road, NE

Atlanta, GA 30333

Fax 404-498-1575

FOIARequests@cdc.gov

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request

Dear Sir or Madam:

The Washington State Board of Health references the Centers for Disease Control as recommending the use of fluoride in public water for the prevention of dental decay.  

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act for the following information to be provided to me: 

#1.
Because the FDA has not approved the fluoridation drug, I am requesting a digital copy of the CDC’s approval process for fluoridation, equivalent to the FDA’s New Drug Approval process, to include CDC’s records such as chemistry, nonclinical pharmacology and toxicology, human pharmacokinetics and bioavailability, clinical microbiology, clinicals, safety, statistics, case report tabulations, patient information on any patient claims, patient certification, establishment descriptions, total individual exposure for both the average population and subgroups above the 95th percentile, and drug legend.

#2.
Fluoride when ingested with the intent to prevent decay is defined by the FD&C Act as a drug.  Please provide records the CDC has which authorizes the CDC to recommend unapproved, illegal drugs?

#3.
What supporting empirical data and randomized controlled trials on both safety and/or efficacy does the CDC have to support recommending public tap water be fluoridated to an “optimal” target concentration of 0.7-1.2 ppm to help prevent cavities?
#3.
What scientific evidence of randomized controlled trials does the CDC have to support the statement that fluoridation is one of the ten great public health achievements of the 20th Century?  

#4.
William Bailey, DDS, MPH of the CDC told Ned Therien of the Washington State Board of Health that “CDC is continually reviewing data regarding the “optimal” level and safety of tap water fluoridation.”  Please provide me a copy of the empirical evidence, randomized controlled trials, evidence based analysis, and/or references the CDC has on each of the following:

a. total median exposure and exposure levels for the 99th percentile of the population, 
b. recommended dosage levels for all age groups, 
c. efficacy exposure levels for all age groups, 
d. recommended safety for thyroid, 
e. safety levels for infants with minimal iodine intake, 
f. carcinogenicity studies for all age groups, genders and age groups, 
g. bone fracture safety for the elderly, 
h. tooth fracture safety, 
i. IQ safety,  

j. dental fluorosis safety, 

k. kidney safety, 

l. Downs syndrome safety, 

m. Pharmacokinetics safety, 

n. dates, times, names of participants and minutes from the meetings of these ongoing reviews of safety

o. costs of dental treatment savings with fluoridation. 

#5.
The Washington State Board of Health has stated, “CDC states that the 2006 National Research Council report supports CDC’s recommended “optimal” fluoridation levels as being safe.”  What records does the CDC have that the NRC 2006 supports the addition of fluoride at 1 ppm when they concluded, “In light of the collective evidence on various health end points and total exposure to fluoride, the committee concludes that EPA’s MCLG of 4 mg/L should be lowered” and several studies of harm were at fluoridation levels. 
#6.
The CDC claims the compounds used for fluoridation are high purity.  Please provide records the CDC has on the purity of the compounds, names of countries fluoride comes from for use in our public water and name of their product and company, and records of purity test results of these compounds.

In order to help to determine my status for purposes of determining the applicability of any fees, as President of Washington Action for Safe Water a not for profit company, I request a waiver of all fees for this request.  

Disclosure of the requested information is in the public interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the operations or activities of the government and is not of commercial interest.  The information will be used in possibly creating new regulations for water safety.

If fees cannot be waved, please provide a list of documents and the costs associated with each.

I request that the information I seek be provided in electronic format, and I would like to receive it on a personal computer disk or a CD-ROM or email to bill@teachingsmiles.com or US postal service to the address below.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

Bill Osmunson DDS, MPH

1418 – 112th Ave NE

Bellevue Washington 98004

425.466.0100

bill@teachingsmiles.com

cc Ned Therien, WBOH  ned.therien@doh.wa.gov
cc William Bailey wdb9@cdc.gov
